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Suggestion for
Odeon’s Silver
Cinema
Going to the cinema can be a family/social occasion. Deafness
can be an isolating disability and people reliant on subtitles cannot always access the films that their partners and friends enjoy.
It was for this reason, ten months ago, that Celia Stapleton suggested to the Odeon in Beckenham that it would be a good idea
if the films shown under the Silver Cinema system on Tuesdays
and Thursdays at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., (except school holidays)
when all tickets are £3 each, including free tea/coffee and a biscuit) could be subtitled.
For guests aged over 55 years this is a much appreciated regular event but for anyone with a hearing loss
(and there will be many within that age group) captions would be a boon. For Celia’s own husband, profoundly deaf John Barry, without subtitles the films are utterly inaccessible so the couple are deprived, in
their retirement, of the pleasure of visiting the cinema together.
As a charity linking deaf and hearing people, we strongly feel that hard-of-hearing and Deaf pensioners
should have access to these reduced-price showings and, if subtitles (which so many use and enjoy on TV
and DVDs at home) were available at the Odeon we feel sure audience numbers would increase.
Bromley Chain campaigned successfully in 2001 for subtitled access for Deaf adults and children, when
the first Harry Potter film came out, but had to complain yet again in 2007 when subsequent films were
not accessible. As a result of our petition and meetings with the then manager, plus publicity in the local
papers, they were eventually made possible, albeit not always at user-friendly times.
We are supporting Celia on this request and hope we will eventually have a satisfactory response from
the cinema. (To receive regular details on captioned films showing in your area the Odeon suggests registering at www.yourlocalcinema.com). We understand one Bromley Chain member has been told that subtitles
cannot be shown unless they are advertised in advance as some guests of the cinema object to their use.

Editor

STOP PRESS: Good news as we go to press!
Odeon Beckenham’s Silver Cinema flyer for February announces
Subtitled Performances shown on Thursdays at 2 p.m.

THE SILENT CHILD
We are guessing many of our readers will be rooting for this film about a profoundly deaf 4-year-old
girl, Libby (played by Maisie Sly) which has been
nominated for an Oscar in the Best Live Action
Short Film category. Libby lives in a silent world

until a caring social worker teaches her to use sign
language to communicate. Written by and starring
Rachel Shenton, directed by Chris Overton, the
film was released in August 2017 by Slick Films.
Signing fingers crossed everyone!
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An Invitation to JoinUs!

After last year’s AGM we were delighted when Rosemary Hackforth agreed to remain as Chair for a second year. Our friendly bunch of volunteers (several of whom have clocked up many years on the committee) would like to welcome YOU to our AGM this year (see details below).

BROMLEY CHAIN
AGM
at

St. George’s Church Hall Rooms
25 - 27 Albemarle Road,
Beckenham BR3 5HZ
on

Thursday 7 June 2018
at 8.15 p.m.
followed by refreshments
(near Beckenham Junction train and
trams, on many bus routes)
!

!

!

!

!

!

!

Committee line up - L-R Lorna, Iman, Rosemary, Jane, Carmen, Roger, Jenny.

Any one with experience of, or interest in, any
type of deafness is welcome to attend and if, like
Lorna Lingard (see page 9) they are willing to
give up a couple of hours 6 times a year to join us
on the committee (which comprises deaf, hard of
hearing and hearing people) we would be delighted! Professional Sign Language interpreters
and an Electronic Notetaker are present so communication and understanding is not an issue.

Chair and Treasurer. A great credit not only to
their parents, Darrick Wood Schools and the support they could rely on from their fellow committee members.
Now, in 2018, we would especially love to see
some new young blood to refresh our ranks!
Meetings are friendly, informal and sometimes
even fun! If you are learning sign language they
are a chance to see experienced professionals at
work and to appreciate Deaf Awareness in action.
Why not sign up and embark on a new learning
curve as we support, sponsor and campaign for
deaf children and adults in the LBB!

Hopefully this bumper edition of Chainmail will
give readers a taste of what we do and we would
welcome anyone tempted to join us to a committee meeting simply as an observer at first.
Bromley Chain was founded in 1980 mainly by
parents of deaf children and in the early 2000s we
had our first ever young Deaf signing Chair, Vice

For more background information do visit our
website www.bromleychain.org.uk

Opinions expressed throughout Chainmail are those of the contributor and not necessarily of BROMLEY
CHAIN, which seeks to encompass the full range of hearing loss and all communication methods.
Any opinions or statements may not necessarily reflect our views and should not be taken to imply our endorsement or otherwise of services/products.
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Happy Birthday

SINCLAIR
STAYNER

to
Kathleen Hankinson

STANDS DOWN
Now that he is in his nineties and can no longer attend
meetings, Sinclair has offered his resignation to the
Bromley Chain committee, which has been accepted.
We are indebted to him for all his input over the years.
He was one of the founder members of Bromley Chain
in 1980 and later returned to the committee in 2008, becoming its chair from 2012, to 2016 with much support
from the then Secretary, Marion Brushett.
With his lovely wife, Olive, whom he met at Margate
School, he was a prominent member of the Bromley
Deaf Club which started in 1968 and, in later years, he
greatly appreciated the events, support and lunch club
run by Remark! His contribution to the Deaf community
is immense and we are grateful for all the time he gave
to Bromley Chain.

Unbelievably our Patron is 90 years
young this March!
Bromley Chain wishes her a wonderful
day followed by a happy, healthy year.

Editor

OBITUARY:

I go on a walk and talk tour for
lipreaders and hard-of-hearing
people lasting two hours at
different places in London, six
Sundays a year, with blue
badge guide organised by
Lynne Dubin and Diana was
one of the regular lipspeakers.
The way she was describing
made the tour very enjoyable and it was a good
way of learning history on parts of London.

DIANA BARIMORE
I was very sad to hear the terrible news of Diana
Barimore who was killed by a cyclist.
I was once a committee member of the Deaf
Broadcasting Council and it met a few times a
year at various places in London to discuss the
quality and quantity of subtitles on the television.
It always booked two lipspeakers and one of
them was Diana Barimore. I always found her
very easy and straightforward to lipread. She
moved her mouth perfectly at the right rhythm
and her expressions and gestures were skilled and
humorous. I admired her decision and courage
to learn sign language and how to lipspeak, especially after giving up her acting and singing at a
later age. She must have worked hard to get to
the highest level.

A few years ago I attended an all-day meeting
organised by Bromley Parent Voice at The Warren with two Bromley Chain committee members
and Diana was my lipspeaker. She was so determined to keep me up with all the information and
showed no signs of exhaustion.
She will be very sorely missed and irreplaceable.
Rosemary Hackforth
4

Then and Now 2

Saturday 17th March 2018
Time: 10am - 3pm
GRIFFINS, Lovibonds Avenue, Orpington BR6 8ER

Come and visit us and join in with
various activities throughout the day.
Discover more about Deafness and
current technology..
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...an interesting article on Bilingualis
m by Tobias Jones, Two Languages Good,
in The Observer
(21.1.18). The writer concluded
“In another language,
you don’t just learn new words, or
sounds, but new notions.
It’s like putting on different spectac
les and seeing the world
with different eyes. You gain a diff
erent perspective and
sometimes, if you’re lucky, you bec
ome more, rather than
less, eloquent”.
Although no mention of sign lang
uage was made
in the feature I felt this final paragr
aph could
be very relevant for parents of dea
f children or students studying BSL.
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didn’t
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ed “HELP” to his
mum!
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... UCL has recognised BSL as a foreign
language and students with qualifications will
be treated the same as those with traditional foreign languages from September 2017. It will benefit
UCL students who may come into contact with deaf
signers in their future careers such as doctors,
speech and language therapists or teachers. The
Government recognised BSL as a language
in its own right in 2003. (Information
via
Evening
Standard,
4.8.2017).

SAD TO SEE
... the last edition of Hearing Times, the
newspaper, latterly on line, which started
in 2007 and ended in November 2017
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Remembering

	

 	

 	

 MARY CAMPION
There can’t be many people who have had three very
special celebrations of their life before the first anniversary of their death. But Mary Rose Campion, widow of
her beloved Brian (one of the founders of Bromley
Chain) was a very special person and deserved no less.

(1934 - 2016)

Just two days before the anniversary of Mary’s death,
her son Paul invited us to meet again at Beckenham
Crematorium where, in the afternoon sunshine, her coffin was poignantly borne by a white carriage and horses.

So special was she that she donated her body for medical education and research, which meant that it was at
Bromley Court Hotel in October 2016, that her life was
initially celebrated in speech, sign, videos and photos,
fully reported in March 2017 Chainmail.
In May of this year, along with all their other body donors of 2016, her life and gift was commemorated in a
beautiful Service of Thanksgiving at Southwark Cathedral. I liaised with the London Anatomy Office who
were pleased to book two BSL interpreters and to reserve seats at the front of the cathedral for Edward
Lodge (parent hero, alongside Mary Campion, of the
school ship Jupiter disaster in 1988) and a number of
Deaf people connected with Bromley Chain. As a hearing person I found, as always, the beautiful liturgical
signing from sensitive Christian professionals added an
extra visual and spiritual dimension to the familiar
hymns, making them even more meaningful.

photo by David Hewitt.

During the service a chaplain explained that retired doctors never forget the person who taught
them anatomy and that the gift of a body is
“timeless and invaluable”, treated with care and
respect and leaving behind medical knowledge
which can lead to healing, hope, wholeness and
life. (Not all bodies offered are able to be accepted, for various reasons).

photo by Roger Vincent-Townend

In the service that followed, heralded by “Moon River”
and closing to “What a Wonderful World” by Louis
Armstrong, we sang “All Things Bright and Beautiful”
and heard fond memories of Mary’s action-packed life
which, as predicted, provoked a few tears and some
laughter, and astounded us all yet again with stories of
her resilience, her vision, her travels, her career in teaching, both here and abroad, often in very challenging circumstances, her bravery and her pride and support for her
deafened husband and for her film-maker son Paul.
As the celebrant, Debra de Vito,
said at the start, we were there
to honour Mary and the difference she made to so many
lives. Family, friends, colleagues, ex-pupils and neighbours all left with her closing
reminder that “life is short and
very, very precious”, advising
us to be like Mary and
“live life to the full and
never waste a single
moment”.

Later, over refreshments at Prima Donna in West
Wickham (a very apt choice, as Roger pointed
out, for a First Lady) Paul confided to me that he
felt he would take those closing words to heart
and find new inspiration in the career in which
Afterwards, as I left the sanctuary of the hallowed place that is Southwark Cathedral, I Interpreters consult both his parents had played such an important
and supportive part. Bromley Chain wish him
walked out into the bustling Borough Market,
full of voices and produce from all over the world and well and appreciate all he has done to welcome the Deaf
thought that Mary, an intrepid traveller, would have en- community in honouring his Mother as she lives on in
countered many of them in their natural habitat during our memories.
7
Jenny Froude
her busy life which had ended all too soon.

My Bavarian Mini Holiday
Rosemary Hackforth
Last May I went on a marvelous 6 days Bavarian holiday with a group of 30 deaf people with two organisers
and one BSL interpreter for the first time. We flew very
early in the morning from Gatwick to Munich terminal
one and met two other groups from Birmingham and
Manchester at terminal 2. We had a coach to ourselves
for the whole time.

tury. The guide took us all through the many finished
beautiful theatrical and artistic rooms as Ludwig loved
music and operas. His family thought he was mad spending all his money on this castle alone and when he died
the family decided to leave it as it is now without completing the rest of the castle. The views were magnificent
as we were very fortunate to have the best ever weather.

We arrived at the hotel at mid-day and after settling
down with our rooms we spent the afternoon exploring
round the old part of
Munich and visited its
Gothic style Cathedral
with its twin domes, one
of which was damaged
during the Second World
War and was rebuilt but
a little shorter than the
other one. Among other
famous landmarks were
palaces with lots of
stucco work, gildings
and colourful frescos on
their walls. We also
climbed 306 steps in the
tower of St. Peter’s
Church, Munich’s oldest
church and admired the view of the city. On our way
back to our hotel we stopped and watched a performance of the famous Glockenspiel – 32 mechanically
moved figures re-enact scenes of Munich’s history. We
met a group of deaf Austrian men drinking beers and
we tried to communicate with them; they were very
friendly and amusing. It seemed that it was their Austrian’s Father’s Day and they were having a day break
away from their wives or partners as that day was Germany’s public holiday day. No wonder it was so
crowded even on a Thursday!!

In the afternoon we went on to a village called
Oberammergau, immediately taken in a cable to ride to
the top of the mountain
where we found lots of
breath-taking views of
the surrounding Alps
and tea and cake. Due to
the
most
beautiful
weather the restaurant
was packed with tourists
and we had to wait for a
long time for our turn.
Meanwhile we had some
fun watching some
brave gliders taking off
the edge of the mountains; we couldn’t believe the length of the preparations on their parachutes
or vehicles and waiting for the wind to drop so they can
jump off quickly and they don’t get caught in the gust!

The 2nd morning was spent at Augusburg including a
walking tour by a local guide who gave us very interesting stories. The best part was at ‘The Fuggerei’ the
oldest social settlement in the world.
In the afternoon we had another guided tour round Harburg Castle which is so different from English Castles.

I was little disappointed that there wasn’t time left to
explore the village but the coach driver took us round it
quickly though we did not see the place where they
have a special Passion play every ten years.
On the 4th day, transferring to a different hotel at
Berchtesgaden, we stopped at Konigsee where we had a
very relaxing boat trip across the magical lake to St.
Bartholoma where Hitler and Eva spent their mini
breaks. We had delicious lunch in an open air restaurant, eating grilled trout that were caught in the lake.
The water was beautiful and clean and gave us wonderful reflecting pictures from the forests and mountains
round the lake like a mirror. The lake is only allowed to
have electric boats; no petrol boats in order to keep the
water very clean.

On the 3rd day we went to an amazing guided excursion
in Neuschwantstein Castle where they made some films
including Sound of Music and Harry Potter. We had to
join the long queues to go on one of many carriages We stayed at Hotel Grunberger run by a family who
pulled by two hard working horses taking us on the welcomed us all in their traditional Austrian costumes!
winding roads up the mountain to this unfinished castle As the weather was getting so hot, its swimming pool
looking like an illustration from a book of fairy tales and was a real welcome. We explored round its lovely town
was built for King Ludwig II of Bavaria in the 19th cen- 8 with a river that ran along behind the hotel.

On the fifth day we were taken to Salzbergwerk, a salt
mine where we had lots of fun. We were given a special boiler suit to keep us warm as the temperature in
the mine is minus 12. First we were taken on a mini
train with roofless carriages through very tiny tunnels
then we had to go down on its two very long original
wood slide 650 metres deep into the mountain. It was a
terrifying experience. Four people had to go together at
a time and I decided to be the fourth one and hold a
friend in front of me very tight. We had to lift our feet
up to let us go down really very fast. I enjoyed it more
on the second one. This mine is no longer working but
turned into a fascinating attraction that tells us lots of
interesting stories about how this mine was discovered
500 years earlier. We had an experienced miner to describe, with the help of the interpreter. how they
worked with old fashioned tools and no modern electrical machines. I bought some salt to bring home.
Then back to the coach taking us to the depot where we
went on a single decker bus continuing the 20 minutes
ride up the mountain to Eagles Nest where Hitler held
conferences with his cohorts. Again we were very
lucky to have another guided tour, first a ride in its
original posh brass lift after a short walk along the
damp tunnel. The huge conference room had changed
to a restaurant. Despite the slow service for our meal
we had the opportunity to explore round, even outside
further up to the summit of the mountain which was

quite scary. There was some snow left on the ground
even while the hot sun was shining. There was another
room for Eva to invite friends to keep her occupied
while the meetings were going on. There was an interesting alleyway with lots of lovely arched windows
where you could sit sunbathing while admiring the
views of German and Austrian mountains. There were
lots of interesting plaques and photos to explain the
history of the Eagle Nest. I really enjoyed that special
historical excursion.
The next and last morning some of us walked up to the
town on our own and visited Berchtesgaden castle
where the Royal Family of Bavaria, the Wittelsbacher,
used to reside. Then we had to be back at the hotel to
collect our belongings ready to start our journey back
home at mid-day.
That was the end of a very well organised mini holiday arranged by Anne Irving who organises lots of
trips for deaf people. They are very popular as the
numbers are very limited and you have to be very
quick to book with a deposit.
Two holidays in 2018 - Peru and North Canada - are
already fully booked. If you are interested to join future holidays please let me know so I can give you
Anne’s contact details.
Rosemary Hackforth

-

Lorna’s Story

I am currently Head of
Primary Base for Deaf and
H.I. at Griffins, which is
part of Bromley Sensory
Support Service. It is a
role that is both rewarding
and exhausting in equal
measures! I am passionate
about Deaf Education and
will always strive for the best possible outcomes for
my pupils.
Having taught since the mid-1990s, it wasn’t until 2005
that I taught my first profoundly Deaf pupil as part of
my mainstream class. I was lucky enough to get a job in
a school that had a Deaf Resource Base where pupils
integrated into the mainstream for some of the day. I
started to learn BSL Level 1 and research more into
Deaf Education. I was hooked!

I went on to train as a Teacher of the Deaf (ToD) at Mary
Hare/Oxford Brookes University and in 2010 I was successful in obtaining a post as ToD at Griffins. Since then I
have also obtained BSL Levels 2 and 3 and I hope to go
on to Level 6 in time. I feel privileged to work with such
fabulous children and families – I think sometimes I learn
as much from the children as they do from me!
I first became aware of Bromley Chain through the
‘Chainmail’ publications. Over time I also met, first
hand, a number of people from Bromley’s Deaf community who had benefited from Bromley Chain’s good
work and funding.

In June 2016, an email arrived asking for people to attend the Bromley Chain AGM. Tentatively, not knowing
what to expect, I turned up at the Church Hall and sat in
for the meeting – there was even tea and biscuits! Since
then I have been a member of the Committee and con9 tinue to see the good work that Bromley Chain does.

Four recipients of funding via the Phyllis Kither legacy say

Thank You !

Sarah Thompson writes: I enjoyed my City Lit course
last summer. I learned so much about Textiles. I am not
sure, but I am thinking about going to a different course
to learn more. At the moment I am learning to draw a
different way etc. and researching it. It goes rather
slowly and I am taking my time before I feel ready to
start a business.

Now she writes that “I may be a busy bee but haven’t
forgotten what your charity did for me” and is kind
enough to stay in touch with us, despite a demanding
job, a deaf son and hearing daughter, a home to run and
lots of outside interests. She has recently made a big
and exciting personal decision about her own deafness
and we hope she will write about it for us one day.
Watch this space readers and, in the meantime, we wish
you well Emma!

&
Jessica Wylde says: Remark! Community would like to
say thank you for supporting Beckenham Lunch Club
and its members. We have moved to Bevington Hall in
Beckenham Methodist Church, Bromley Road, Beckenham, BR3 5JE, which is a stone’s throw away from Beckenham town centre with excellent transport facilities. Our
Lunch Club is delivered by Steven Wynne who works for
Remark! Community alongside Jackie Swain, his CSW.

&
Jackie Swain, CSW at Remark Community, emails “on
behalf of all the trustees, staff and members, to say
Deaf-SELF play scheme are eternally grateful for the
support of Bromley Chain to enable us to carry on our
valuable play scheme for deaf children.

We have grown our Lunch Club from 28 members to 51
members. We have moved to a bigger hall, brought in
more volunteers to help us with supplying cold and hot
food, and we now provide new exercise classes which
are run by our new volunteer, who can sign at Level 2/
3, to keep our members fit! We organised many trips
for the Lunch Club in 2017 including a trip to Bournemouth for 8 days and we will be organising several
more for them in 2018.

The late Mrs Kither would hopefully feel her money
has been well spent as we have supported a total of 100
children in the last 3 years. Of this 100 a large share
came from Bromley borough due to the kind offer of
Bromley Council to provide transport for Bromley
families to access this worthwhile project.
The money went towards paying for 3 qualified youth
workers, a lovely sized hall with a huge playing field,
replacement sports equipment and new board games.
Without support from yourselves and other kind funders
we would not be able to provide this service and we are
immensely grateful to you for your financial support.
Thank you so much”,

If you are deaf and over 55, please do come to Beckenham
Lunch Club which takes place on Thursdays from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. We will welcome you with open arms.
Once again, thank you!

&
Emma Broadwell, whom we sponsored on a Teaching
Assistant course at Bromley
College, emails to say that she
loves the job at Griffins which
followed her successful study
in 2014. At the time she generously credited her prized
certificate to Bromley Chain
“who gave me the support in
the first place and have given
me the confidence to continue
to grow within the deaf community”.

DEAFBLIND
ENABLEMENT
Their mission: “Enabling people who live with
dual-sensory loss to learn new skills, develop existing ones, and gain access to their community with
dignity, respect, control and choice.”
www.deafblind-enablement.co.uk
5 Stephenson Close, Yaxley, Peterborough, PE7 3ZP.
Tel: 01733 686 969
(Information courtesy of Bromley Parent Voice Bulletin).
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Meet Evie-may
Much of our November 2013
Chainmail was taken up with
reports and photographs of the
first ever Then & Now Open
Days at Griffins which I described as “a resounding success!” Now the long-awaited
repeat (see page 5) will be another chance for past and present
pupils and staff to meet up and
acknowledge their debt to the
previous 40+ years, celebrate the
excellent practice still in place
and look forward in hope of the
same safe and stimulating education in Bromley for future Deaf
children.

five years ago, it’s no surprise to
hear that she loves to read, especially Horrid Henry books, and is
currently a fan of Roald Dahl!
She enjoys her time in Griffins
and the playground with her Deaf
peers. Now able to swim unaided, she also has fun in the park
on her scooter. As well as best
friend Poppy, Evie-may is close to
her three cousins and at her
nanny’s house there lives a dog
called Zulu which she describes
as “soooo cute”!

Perhaps one little girl can paint
us a picture of the Hearing Serv6 year-old
ice. In 2013 we lost our hearts to
Evie-may as she is today
tiny Evie-may and, with her parents’ permission, she appears on our website as an
enchanting 2-year-old who delighted us on that Open
Day with her
signs
and
finger-spelling!

Sarah Haslett, whose partner, like
her, carries the Connexin 26 gene,
pays tribute to the “amazing support” they have had from professionals, family and friends over
the years. She is very proud of
her daughter and all her accomplishments so far
but I thought it only
right that Evie-may
should have the last
word about herself.
“I’m special because I am Deaf and
have cochlear implants which help
me to hear. I like to
eat a lot, sing, dance
and play my guitar”.

Time marches
on and Eviemay, who had a
cochlear
implant at 15
months, is now
an equally confident 6-yearold and mum
Sarah (now enjoying her job
as a specialist
teaching assistant at Griffins)
Looking at the word and picture
books I made Tom 30 years ago
tells me she is
mostly oral but
uses sign language for clarification or when in noisy
situations.

Tom and baby Daisy met Evie-may
in 2013 -- true case of Then & Now

Thank you Evie-may! What a
great tribute to all concerned;
I’ve lost my heart to you all
over again.
Jenny Froude
POST SCRIPT
Daisy (4) has grown-up and
started school last September.
Brother Oliver (2) has a big
repertoire of signs.

In year 2 Evie-may’s favourite lesson is PE, especially gymnastics and, remembering how fascinated
she was by the books on our Bromley Chain stand
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Congratulations!

WORDS OF
WISDOM
In the process of “springcleaning” my bursting filing cabinets I have been recycling much
paperwork from 3 decades of
Tom’s life! Going into a time
warp as I did so, I was particularly fascinated to find
my working party notes from a big meeting of parents and professionals in 1985 when the Unit in Darrick Wood Primary School was about to change to
Signed English from the Paget Gorman Sign System.
It seems I said: “Thomas is only 5. At the moment
I view Paget as a lovely present which was given to
us when he was a baby, which is being taken away
from us before we’ve finished with it”.
To which David Hewitt (at that time Social Worker
with Deaf People) replied:
“You are quite wrong.
Signed English”.

Your little boy will enjoy
Chairperson Rosemary Hackforth accepting a rose in
July from Bromley Chain to mark the Golden Anniversary of her wedding to Malcolm.

And, of course, he was quite right! Tom benefited
hugely from S.E. and it was sixteen years later that
it was David himself who suggested the name of
Multilingual Matters Ltd. as a possible publisher for
my book “Making Sense in Sign - a lifeline for a
deaf child” which proves it! To have David interpreting at its launch in 2003 was really special, and
that was one rare occasion when I didn’t have to
take notes!
Jenny Froude

The Rotary Club of Langley Park
and DeafPlus /Access

Antique, Vintage
&

Collectables Fair
Saturday 10th March 2018
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at

Hayes Free Church,
Pickhurst Lane, Hayes, Kent.
(Entrance £1)
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